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My dear sisters and brothers,

I write to you on the occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, for us to come 
together to wipe off a social evil in our society. Since we have walked 
thousands of miles together to put an end to crimes and injustices 
against children, I have complete faith in you.

Child marriage is a stigma that needs to be eradicated from its roots. This 
evil custom has been in practice for centuries and it needs to be 
abolished from our modern-day lives. This custom is an immoral deed, 
which to our misfortune, still has social acceptance and it diminishes the 
essence of childhood innocence in our society. Our young daughters are 
made to work under servitude as domestic labourers under the guise of 
child marriage. We see a disheartening reality where our young 
daughters face grave sexual exploitation in the name of a social custom 
every other day. Many innocent girls are not even aware that the lively 
wedding costumes, and lovely designs painted on their hands and alta-
coloured feet, are truly like a fire whose smoke will smother them for the 
rest of their lives and eventually shatter their souls.

When I was younger, there was a lady in my neighborhood. She wore a 
white sari daily, it was her only clothing to cover her shaven head. She was 
forbidden from attending any auspicious events in the neighborhood, 
such as weddings or birthday parties. Even on festivals like Teej which is 
typically observed by married women, she was forced to stay indoors. 
People despised her because her husband had passed away. She yearned 
to hear a few loving words from kids like us. Where are your kids, I once 
questioned her? She then responded, "Son, I was only eight or nine years 
old when I got married. Two years older than me, my husband passed 
away suddenly. Please tell me what was my fault in this?" Even today, I can 
clearly recall her words, the agony on her face, and the expressionless 
look in her eyes.  A few years later, when I travelled to Mathura and 
Vrindavan, I witnessed innumerable mothers and sisters who were in 
poor shape and were merely waiting in silence for the end of their lives.

A few years ago, a young 16-17-year-old girl had been enticed from Assam 
and married off to a man who was not only three times her age but also of 
unsound mind. Eventually, she was rescued by us from a village in 
Haryana. The man had maintained her as his wife, as did his older brother. 
She served as a maid for the rest of the family all day long. We rescued her 
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and set her free. She told me after being rescued, "My father is 
very poor and disabled. I didn't want to burden him. I was 
brought to Delhi by a man under the pretence of marriage. He 
did, however, sell me for 20,000 rupees. How will I show my face 
to my father when I go home? 

We managed to convince her and she eventually returned home 
with her brother. But under these circumstances, a lot of these 
girls even turn to suicide as an ultimate decision. Under the 
guise of marriage, tra�cking forces a lot of girls into 
prostitution. Our organization has prevented numerous girls in 
South India from being tra�cked by a�uent Sheikhs from 
overseas under the pretence of performing nikah.

Only last week, our activists rescued a 14-year-old girl from 
Jaipur. In December last year, a friend of her mother had taken 
Rs 3 lakh from a man from Dholpur district in exchange for 
marriage to the girl. After being rescued, she said, "At my in-
laws' house, throughout the day I was made to work like a slave. 
For the slightest mistake, I was beaten up badly. My husband 
sexually assaulted me several times, when I didn't conceive, I 
was subjected to various kinds of mental torture."

Friends, by attaining independence with significant sacrifices 
and renouncements, our forebearers propelled India to the 
forefront of the world in many fields in the past 75 years. They 
contributed to everything we are today. But many of their 
aspirations and works remain unfulfilled. Who will carry them 
out if not us? 

For the past 42 years, we have fought against slavery and child 
labour to fulfil the aspirations of our martyrs, who sacrificed 
their lives fighting for independence. After decades of struggle, 
we were able to win children's Right to Education; this was our 
modest homage to the creators of our Constitution. We were 
aware that sexual exploitation and abuse of young children 
were on the rise. We started the "Safe Childhood - Safe India" 
campaign in response to this. This campaign attracted 
everybody's attention and as a result, grew in importance. As 
the country's population became more informed, several rules 
and stringent laws were implemented. The activism of the 
judiciary increased. It was an effort to uphold morality and 
character in society. The major concern right now is child 
abuse, harassment, and exploitation of children — all of which 
had decreased in the last few years but as a result of COVID19, it 
seems to have reversed and risen at an alarming rate. Child 
marriage is one of them. Our youth workers have prevented 
numerous child marriages in many villages over the past two 
and a half years.

Child marriage is prohibited by law in our country. Even after 
marriage, physical contact with a minor and child sexual assault 
are crimes that carry harsh punishments. In addition, many 
state governments have introduced favourable social security 
programmes for girls, allowing them to delay marriage until they 
are of legal age. In spite of this, 23 out of 100 girls marry before 
turning 18 years old. 

My friends, whose children are these? They are Mother India's 
children. These are our daughters, our sisters. We also have a 
duty to ensure their safety, good health, and bright future. 

The fact that so many of our daughters are not ready to endure 
this injustice is a source of pride and inspiration for us. They 
have armed themselves against it. They are protesting it by 
raising their voice. They are fighting against their parents, 
relatives and communities by not only opposing their marriage 
themselves but also supporting other girls. There are many 
such brave girls among them who have even reported their 
father and brothers to the authorities for forcing them into 
marriage. They are dismantling the long-standing web of 
misogynistic traditions, shame, and the dread of society and 
claiming their rights. Among them is Payal of Hansla village in 
Rajasthan, Neemdi's Tara Banjara, Kajal, Radha, Deepika, and 
Rajkumari from Jharkhand, as well as scores of other daughters 
who have made their villages example of social progress. I 
applaud their courage.

No matter how motivating these instances are, they cannot 
entirely eradicate this evil and criminality. Along with societal 
consciousness and awareness, fear of the law and widespread 
legal action is also required to end this evil. We have therefore 
made the decision to start a national campaign against child 
marriage. The campaign aims to reduce the country's statistics 
on child marriage from the current 23% to 10% by the end of 
2025. It should be the biggest, most comprehensive, and most 
effective campaign in the history of the world.

Our hope is for one crore people across the nation to take part 
and support our campaign against child marriage. This effort 
will be promoted by thousands of our activists as well as social 
organizations, youth and women's groups, panch-sarpanches 
of village panchayats, local authorities, religious leaders, 
educators, child protection committees and institutions. The 
campaign will be flagged off on the historic evening of October 
16, 2022. On that day, 50,000 women and girls in 10,000 villages 
will pledge to eradicate the shame associated with child 
marriage. They will make this pledge with torches, candles, or 
earthen lamps in their hands.

 My sisters and brothers, visualize this moment when millions of 
people from thousands of towns around the nation walk side by 
side, step by step, carrying a flame of light in their hands and a 
fire burning inside their hearts. On that evening of October 16, 
one sun would be setting in the sky, but the other sun would be 
rising from the soil of India. 

Remember, people who sit in the audience gallery to clap or to 
criticize, don't make history. The makers of history are those 
who jump into the ring with courage. Today, I call upon you to 
become a creator, to witness this golden chapter being written 
in the history of India.

Never forget that history isn't made by spectators. History is 
created by those who bravely enter the fray. As this glorious 
chapter in India's history is being written, I urge you to 
participate in its creation rather than simply observe it. 

 

Your friend,

 Kailash Satyarthi
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मशाल/मोबाइल टोच� 

आप काय��म का फोटो और वी�डयो इस नंबर  पर भेज� अथवा 9205128697

मु�खया/सरपंच/ 

�ाम �धान
पंचायत ��त�न�ध �ामवासी

KSCFIndia KSCFIndia KSCFIndia www.satyarthi.org.in

ईमेल-info@satyarthi.org.in  |  वेबसाइट-www.satyarthi.org.in

ब�� के शोषण के �खलाफ �शकायत के �लए कॉल कर� - 1800-102-7222

शपथ-प� 

हम� �या करना है?

काय��म म� �कसको जोड़ना है ?

अपने गांव को पूरे देश से जोड़े 

�ाम         पंचायत         �जला 
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