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The plastic crisis isn't just ugly it's fueling global warming

Plastic, as we know, is everywhere. In waterways, in animals,
even in our food. As if that isn't bad enough, a new report
shows it's also accelerating global warming. Stopping climate
change also means curbing plastic. People are more aware
than ever that plastic one of the most ubiquitous products in
the global economy is not good for the environment. It trashes
the ocean, harms wildlife and even ends up in our food and
hurts human health. But here is something you might not
know: the plastic industry is the second largest and fastest-
growing source of industrial greenhouse gas emissions, and
99% of what goes into plastic is derived from fossil fuels. It'sa
byproduct of oil, coal and gas and a key contributor to CO2
emissions, as highlighted in a new report from the Center of
International Environmental Law (CIEL). If the expansion of
petrochemical and plastics production continues as currently
planned, the report outlines that by 2050 plastic will be
responsible for 10 to 13% of the total "carbon budget" which
is the amount of CO2 we can emit globally and still remain
below a 1.5 degree Celsius temperature rise. Plastic's
hastening of global warming is not often linked to its
environmental footprint. Here are five things to know about
therole plastic plays in climate change.

1. Most plastic comes from fossil fuels

Plastics are effectively a byproduct of fossil fuel extraction.
Almost all plastic, the CIEL researchers found, including
resins, fibers and additives is derived from fossil fuels. The
materials used to make plastic, like ethylene and propylene,
come from oil, gas and coal. As Carroll Muffett, lead author of
the CIEL report, points out, producing plastic is how the fossil
fuel industry is able to "take what would otherwise be a waste
stream and turn itinto a profit stream."

2. Production, usage, disposal: all add greenhouse gases
Each stage in the "plastic life-cycle" produces greenhouse gas
emissions, the researchers found. This includes: The
extraction and transportation of fossil fuels used to formulate
plastic, its refinement and manufacture, the managment of

plastic waste and its disposal.

In 2019 alone, researchers estimate that the production and
incineration of plastic will contribute more than 850 million
tons of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. Incineration is
particularly harmful, and is the number one driver of
emissions from plastic waste management.

Over the next 10 years, the report projected that emissions
from the plastics lifecycle could reach 1.34 gigatons per year
equivalent to the emissions from more than 295 500-
megawatt coal-fired power plants operating at full capacity.

3. Productionis actually increasing

Although in Germany, for example, plastic production
decreased by 3.1 percent in 2018 (mostly due to a slump in the
demand for cars) and parts of the world have introduced
plastic bans, it's on the rise worldwide. Part of the reason for
this is that many of the companies that manufacture plastic
resins are the same companies that manufacture oil and gas:
Mobil, Shell, Chevron, and Total, for example. That the oil
industry is propping up plastics at a time when the world is
slowly phasing out fossil fuel-powered energy is no
coincidence, Muffett points out."As they see the world
moving away from an energy economy based on oil and gas,
these companies are increasingly relying on a shift into
plastics and other petrochemicals for their long-term business
strength," And although the UN has just introduced global
rules to stop unrestricted plastic waste exports, which Muffett
says will make it harder for many countries to hide their plastic
waste problem, he adds there is still a lot of room for removing
unnecessary plastic from people's lives in the first place.

4. Plasticlitter could impact the oceanic carbon sink

By now, plastic is virtually inescapable throughout every
corner of the globe. It's now been found in the deepest place on
earth the Mariana Trench on the deepest dive ever made by a
human inside a submarine, nearly 11 kilometers (about 7
miles) below sea level.

And early research shows it could have an impact on the
oceanic carbon sink. There's increasing evidence, the CIEL
researchers found, of microplastic being consumed by
plankton. These creatures not only "form the base of the
oceanic carbon chains," but also provide the "single most
important mechanism for absorbing atmospheric carbon and
transporting it to deep-ocean carbon sinks," the report said.
The world's oceans provide the largest natural carbon sink for
greenhouse gases, having absorbed 30-50 percent of
atmospheric CO2 produced since the start of the industrial era.
If microplastics were to disrupt the ability for underwater
ecosystems to absorb carbon, it could seriously compromise
efforts to stop global warming.
5.'"We can't recycle our way out of the plastic crisis'
The production and proliferation of plastic is deeply
industrialized. It's cheap, sturdy and lightweight, and has
transformed the way we consume. That's why eliminating
plastic requires some big changes. Rick Stafford, professor of
marine biology from the University of Bournemouth, says
battling climate change and the plastic crisis requires a re-
thinking of the capitalist mindset of over consumption. "We're
using too much, whether that's fossil fuels or whether that's
just stuff which is made out of plastic. And that's a change
more people will have to grasp," he told DW. But as Muffett
points out, plastic is also a robust business model for big
corporations.This doesn't mean there is no point in trying
to cut down the plastics we use on a daily basis the CIEL
report lists zero-waste communities as a high-impact
strategy to stop plastic's climate change affect but it does
require change on an industrial scale. “We encourage
people to do what you can to get unnecessary plastics out
of your own lives, but don't be fooled that those individual
actions alone will be sufficient to address this problem."
We won't "be able to recycle our way out of the plastics
crisis," Muffett said.

-Anurag Mishra
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May 21, 1991 - Former Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated in the midst of a re-
election campaign, killed by a
bomb hidden in a bouquet of
flowers. He had served as prime
minister from 1984 to 1989,
succeeding his mother, Indira
Gandhi, who was assassinated in
1984.
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May 1, 2004 - Eight former
Communist nations and two
Mediterranean countries joined
the European Union (EU)
marking its largest-ever
expansion. The new members
included Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia, along with the island of
Malta and the Greek portion of
the island of Cyprus. They joined
15 countries already in the EU,
representing in all 450 million
persons.
3% % %k %k %k

May 2, 2011 - U.S. Special
Operations Forces killed Osama
bin Laden during a raid on his
secret compound in Abbottabad,
Pakistan. The raid marked the
culmination of a decade-long
manhunt for the elusive leader of
the al-Qaeda terrorist
organization based in the Middle
East. Bin Laden had ordered the
coordinated aerial attacks of
September 11th, , in which four
American passenger jets were
hijacked then crashed, killing
nearly 3,000 persons. Two jets
had struck and subsequently
collapsed the 110-story Twin
Towers of the World Trade
Center in York, while another
struck the Pentagon building in
Washington, D.C. A fourth jet
also headed toward Washington
had crashed into a field in

Compilation:
Honey Shah

Medium Requirements:
All content elements,
production elements, and
people needed to generate the

defined process message.
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Process Message: The
message actually received by
the viewer in the process of
watching a television
program.
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Teleprompter: A prompting
device that projects the
moving (usually computer-
generated) copy over the lens
so that the talent can read it
without losing eye contact
with the viewer. Also called
auto cue.
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Production Schedule: The
calendar that shows the
reproduction, production, and
postproduction dates and who
is doing what, when, and
where.

gk
Program Proposal: Written
document that outlines the
process message and the
major aspects of a television
presentation.
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Treatment: Brief narrative
description of a television
program.
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What does Indian PM Narendra Modi's
reelection mean for regional rivals?

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been reelected with an even bigger mandate than in 2014. Should China and Pakistan be worried about the future of relations with

India under an emboldened Modi?

Many people in Pakistan were hoping that the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, would not return to
power after the mammoth general elections that
concluded on Thursday. There was a sense in Muslim-
majority Pakistan that Modi's return would not augur
well for ties between the two neighboring countries, as
Modi in his first term had taken an aggressive stance
against [slamabad. So the disappointment over Modi's
resounding election victory was quite natural.

"Modi and his party believe in a Hindu nationalist
philosophy, which is essentially anti-Muslim and anti-
Pakistan," Bakare Najimdeen from the Islamabad-based
Center for International Peace and Stability, told DW.
"He managed to secure another term by raising national
security slogans and he promised to continue with his
tough line against Pakistan. So I do not think that he will
change his policy toward Pakistan." Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan, however, is hopeful that Modi's
reelection would be helpful for the peace process
between the two South Asian rivals. He believes that a
powerful government in New Delhi can take strong
decisions to resolve longstanding issues between India
and Pakistan. The two nations came close to a full-scale
war in February after militants in India-administered
Kashmir killed scores of paramilitary forces. Modi, like
his predecessors, blamed Pakistani militants for the
attack, but he went a step further and launched an
airstrike against a "militant camp" on Pakistani soil.
Modi used the "surgical strikes" against Pakistan in his
election campaign, trying to convince voters that he has
what it takes to curb alleged Pakistani terror. But was it
just election rhetoric, or will Modi now be flexible with
Pakistan, considering he has been reelected prime
minister with a bigger electoral mandate?

"BJP governments have reached out to Pakistan in the
past. In 1999, former prime minister and BJP leader Atal
Bihari Vajpayee signed the so-called Lahore Declaration
with former premier Nawaz Sharif. So it wouldn't
surprise me if Modi goes for peace again,"

In 2014, Modi invited former Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif to his inauguration, where the two leaders
shook hands and pledged to improve bilateral ties. India-
Pakistan relations remained stable until Sharif was
ousted by the Supreme Court in a corruption case. Some
analysts say that the Pakistani army was unhappy with
Sharif's closeness to Modi and the former prime
minister's insistence on a decisive action against jihadis.
"Much depends on Pakistan's willingness and ability to
curtail cross-border attacks conducted by terrorists
operating from Pakistani soil," Wolf said, adding that for

good ties with New Delhi, Islamabad will have to cut ties
with radical Islamist organizations and clerics who
spread anti-Indian sentiments in the country.

Wolf, however, believes that Modi's reelection is a good
omen for Pakistani Islamists, as they can now strengthen
their "enemy India" narrative.

Modi and Kashmir

The main bone of contention between India and Pakistan
remains the Kashmir dispute. Since 1989, Muslim
insurgents have been fighting Indian forces in the
Indian-administered part of Kashmir a region of 12
million people, about 70% of whom are Muslim. India
and Pakistan have fought two of their three wars since
independence in 1947 over Kashmir, which they both
claim in full but rule in part. Modi and BJP are unlikely to
budge on Kashmir. The Indian prime minister took a
hard line in Kashmir during his first term, and experts
say that his more powerful second term would be even
stricter." After the landslide victory in elections, the BJP
is unlikely to give any space to Pakistan on Kashmir,"
Talat Bhat, a Sweden-based documentary filmmaker and
Kashmiri activist, told DW. "Much also depends how
Indian security forces operate in Kashmir. Will Modi, in
his second term, give some political space to Kashmiris
for peaceful dissent? Or will he use the same aggressive
strategy that has resulted in more violence in the valley?
We'll find out,”" Bhat added. But analyst Wolf is of the
view that Modi's domestic policies in Kashmir will
largely be determined by Pakistan's role in the
Himalayan region. "Let's not forget that after every
major Indian peace gesture toward Pakistan, militants
launched attacks in Kashmir or other parts of India. Any
rapprochement between New Delhi and Islamabad
would only be possible if Pakistan makes serious efforts
to build confidence."”

Ties with Afghanistan

Indian and Pakistani interests also clash in Afghanistan.
Security experts say that Islamabad is wary of New
Delhi's closeness with Kabul and considers it a big
threat. Since the US ousted the Taliban regime in 2001,
Afghanistan has drifted away from Pakistani influence
and moved closer to India. Although, Washington is now
trying to use Islamabad's services to convince the
Taliban to agree to a settlement, the US-Afghanistan-

India nexus remains strong.

"I think that ties between Afghanistan and India will be
even stronger during Modi's second term. Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani was one of the first world leaders
to congratulate Modi on his victory, and the Indian

premier assured Ghani that New Delhi will continue to
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support the Afghan government and the Afghan people,"
Javed Hamim Kakar, an editor at Pajhwok Afghan
News, told DW.

Michael Kugelman, a South Asia expert at the
Washington-based Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars, also thinks that Modi will continue
his close partnership with Kabul. "There is strong
support across the foreign policy elite in India for close
ties with Afghanistan, and that consensus will continue
with the return of Modi," Kugelman told DW.

"India's policy in Afghanistan is meant to strengthen
Kabul and put the Afghan state in a better position to
fend off the Pakistan-sponsored Taliban. That said, even
a hardliner like Modi has been and will continue to be
cautious in Afghanistan so as not to provoke Islamabad.
This means that we shouldn't expect Modi in his second
term to put Indian boots on the ground in Afghanistan,"
Kugelman underlined. Apart from geopolitics, does
Modi's Hindu nationalist credentials and alleged anti-
Muslim stance anger traditional Afghans Afghan
journalist Kakar says Modi is very popular among
Afghans, especially because of his tough approach
toward Pakistan. Many Afghans accuse Pakistan of
backing militant Islamists in their country."Just see how
Afghans expressed their joy over Modi's victory on
social media," he added. Analyst Kugelman also
believes that Modi's nationalistic politics are not a
concern for Afghans. "These politics may be divisive
and discriminatory toward Muslims, but they are not
directed at Afghans. In fact Modi's Hindu nationalistic
politics are helpful for Kabul's interests as they
emphasize a hard line policy toward Pakistan-a policy
that enjoys robust support in Kabul."

Controlled relations with Beijing

Islamabad-based expert Najimdeen said that Pakistan's
closeness to China would remain a matter of concern for
Modi.

Beijing's support for Islamabad in many international
forums has angered New Delhi, but analyst Wolf said
that Modi would not let these issues hamper India's
overall relations with China. “Both India and China are
not interested in confrontation. But apart from trade and
investment, the opportunities for bilateral cooperation
will remain limited during Modi's second term," said the
expert.

Wolf sees the border conflicts, India's refusal to
participate in Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and US-
China tensions as major stumbling blocks in close
China-India ties during Narendra Modi's second term in
office.

-Shreyansh Singh
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IMPORTANT

QUOTES

"T do not consider it an insult,

but rather a compliment to be
called an agnostic. I do not
pretend to know where many
ignorant men are sure -- that is
all that agnosticism means."
- Clarence Darrow
seskoskoskosk
"Obstacles are those frightful
things you see when you take
your eyes off your goal."
- Henry Ford
dkkkk
"I'll sleep when I'm dead."
- Warren Zevon
sk kokok
"There are people in the world
so hungry, that God cannot
appear to them except in the
form of bread."
- Mahatma Gandhi

seskoskoskosk

Compilation:

Priya Kumari

WINNERS
v/s

lnnSEns Part-90

Winners choose what they
say;
Losers say what they choose.

wehkkk

Winners truly believe;

Losers only hope.

wehktk

Winners are always part of the
solution;

Losers are always part of the
problem.

wekkfk

Winners have a mission;

Losers have excuses.
ke k

Winners maximize their
strengths;

Losers dwell on their
weaknesses.

To Be Continued In Next Issue-

Compilation
Rahul Mittal
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